
Brash-Brown Bess. 

"Queer· bail are persons of no 
repute, hired to bail a prisoner 
in any bailable case. These men 
are to be had in London for 
a trifling sum, and are called 
broonutic.l:l" (\'aux's Glossary). 

Brosh {American), brittle. Dutch, 
bros, fmil, brittle. A New York 
word. 

Brother·chip (popular), originally 
fellow·carpcnter. Almo,;t gene· 
raJ now as brother tradesman of 
any kin<l 

Brother smut (popular), used in 
the phrase "ditto brother .•mut," 
e<Juh·alcnt to tu 'l'W'/llt. Some· 
times "ditto smut" when ad· 
dressed to a woman. 

Brother starling (old ~Jan!!')· 
" He's a broth~r •larlill!J of 
mine," i.e. he cohabit~ with the 
same mistress and shares her 
favours. 

Brown (popular), halfpenny. 

~fy f;tther he j, on the ~e~t"', Ill}' mother's 
dc:hl ;upl J:: •lllt!, 

At.J I a.rn here, un thl .... lH~re pier, tu roam 
the wn rltl ~d,•m·; 

I h:tve n•> t h:td, thi -. lin~ -long day, one 
drop to (h~..· (· r my hc.lrt, 

i\ur h ·,,:l'll tv huy a !.i t of bread with, let 

How rH\1\.·h ha' \\C hnk tol ·day, Jim? 
\\'J.y, ll•.lt a -.in .~l·: l•nt ;cn, 

.\t• : • •ll r ~huw w;v .. une o ' tilt: l)e'-t 
(_t Ht.:, :til' I Wl..'l •"!'· f r •!lll t • >WII tot <) WO , 

-· (n'."'(•' A'. Sin:l': i •'r..:'l.r :ls <'/ 
J:, , ,:;·len. 

t o1nk l';nr· ... pill .... whkh hr•_)n:;ht on 
! >rct:L •Iun· .. u a~· : : :11 1d here I alll, ;as y o u 

.._.._ , ,, I\ l•_ •• t o.::: . l·J 1111 .tvt t i.J l t~ . .\ly h t';ill 

is bustinK for a buster, my mag is for a 
mag. So throw down your hrt1UJ11U, kiod
he.'lrted Chri..·.;.ti.ans, and be done 6rt'111.111 
a nd uno mistake..''-Dijrose : Lawrie tuUI 

L~""'· 
(Common), to" do it bro~en," 

to do well or completely. 

\\'hat with "cabhys" and with u wires," 
\\'hen anything tran~pire-. 

Tv s<:nJ the market cith(:r up or down, 
] n a.::: rated " Breadc;,'' 
Or •• Sh . .~re.-. ," or" Yank.-.," or" Red .. ," 

In slang: we re.:11ly do it rather br.n.v11. 
-Atl<i11: /louse Scraps. 

(Popular), to brown, to under· 
stand. 

' • I can /oYLm., almost any ~try,'' s.'lid 
Ct:•) r,::e. "but flO[ Srow~ting. "- .. Yea-s· 
fa/"o" St.,ry. 

And wh-::n they ac;k me if I hr.~t·n ~uch 
l:t : l .~ua~c, I ne'er hear or read a' to f.ro;t•n· 
in;"'; I'm d,Jne hr,r.t•n in ... te .ld.- T. A· . 
. ))·mns : The A..t;~ (1/ /l(tfit~~. 

Browns and whistlers (thieves\, 
explained by quotation. "Brown& 
and Whistlers arc bad halfpence 
and farthing-s tit is a term used 
by coiners") (Yaux's Glossary). 

Brown Bess (common), the old 
Government re;:nlation mn~ket. 
~ol•liers of all nat ions arc fond 
nf gi\·in;; names of persons to 
their weapons. The French 
troopers somrtimes call their 
~word "Jacqueline,'' and Olu:--t. 

of the ~i<>;:e g-uns during the 
>ic-~c of Parb in rS;o had been 
nieknaw C'<l in the same manner 
by the ,aiJurs who nranned the 
f<Hh . tlu:ir fanmritc being- a 
Yery large ~un called 61 Jos.S
phine.'' •• To hng- broU'n flus," 
tn " ' rvc a.< a prh·atc soldier. 
(Hh.'rnin; ,Jan;.: I. yes . 
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