xiv A Brief History of English Slang.

slender one. But as C. J. Ribwon Turrer sugees
of the gvpsies in England alsut 1303, sp=
perfect language, which stimulated the En
improve their own rude and scanty jarz

Rowlande, whos: work, % The Runnozawe’s Race” appear-d in 1610,
one Cock Lorrelly a great rascal) but evidentiv a man of talents,
became, in 1301, the acknowledged Lesd of all the strollers in Enc.
land.  This persn formed his followers into a regular gaild or
order, according w the spirit of the time in whith he lived, and
obrerving that the gyvpeies, under their Jeader, Giles Hathor, were a
powerful and rapidly increasing body, he propwed w iLem & coneral
council and union of interests and Jancw

“After a time that th vpestart Le = had got vio a Lead, the
two chicl Commaninders of both these rezinents met at the Diuels-
arse-a-peak, there to parle and intrects of matters that micht tend to
the e-tablizhing of this their new fournd gouernmernt ; and first of all
they think it it w dvii-e a certaine kinde of Lansuage, to the end
that their cousenings, knateries, and villainies might not be <o easily
perceited and knowne inoplaces whers they eome.”

Here Samuel Rowlande) speaking ignorantly, savs tlat this
tongue was made: np out of Latin, Enzlishy and Durch, with a few
words borrowed from Spanish and Frenche To thiz day it i= com-
mon enongh for “travellers)” or gvy<ies to tell the ignorant that the
language which they speak is Latin, French, or Dutch, &e. From
the baiguage it-elf; as given by Robert Copland (1533), ard Harman
(¢ Caveut for Curzitors ™) in 1567, it appears that the gvpsies aetually
contributed a certain amount of Romanv, but that with their
natural di-like to teach ity they rede this contribution as small as
possible—though it is larger thoa Mro Turner supposes. He has,
however, with very approximate acenracy, shown the varions Celtic
origins of the terms not reducible to English or Saxon. O Latin
he finds only cight words; of which two are very doubtful, while
two others, gerry (e jerru), excrement, and pecky meat, are plainly
from the Romany jirr (rectum vel coercumnd oad), and polide e, voast, e,
roast meat. Itis too far aticld to seck these common gvpsy words
in the Latin gereey teifles; and peessy cattle,

This was the beginning made of the canting or thieves” tongue,
and it must be admitted that the first mecting of this Philological
Oriental Congress for the purpose of forming a language was
probably not deficient in a certain pictaresque clement, and an able
artist might find a worse sulject than this grand conucil of the
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