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The Marriage Act of 1753 made it increasingly difficult for upper class men to “marry down,” and for women
to marry men outside their rank. In fact, the Act stipulated that:

Marriage must take place with banns and an officially purchased marriage license (the banns being read
publicly in church three consecutive Sundays prior to the wedding), the two parties must receive parental
permission if under age (under 21), the wedding must be recorded in the Marriage Register with the
signatures of both parties, witnesses, and the minister, and it must occur before witnesses and an authorized
clergyman. (From The English Bride: Legal Advice.)

Mary Darby Robinson was a beautiful actress who came from a humble background, and who in her acting
heyday moved among elite circles, including the Prince Regent’s set. She received her first proposal at
thirteen, but in 1774 she married Thomas Robinson, a gambler and a wastrel who pretended to come from a
good family. Mary’s sad account of her arranged marriage is typical, in that so many brides of her era scarcely
knew the men they married. In fact, any a young woman in her situation must have felt as bewildered and
unhappy as Mary did.

Harmony Before Matrimony by James Gillray

By the time Mary’s family discovered Tom had lied, she had become pregnant. The following excerpt is her
account of their wedding in her Memoir, published posthumously in 1801. From it you get a real sense of
what the ‘duties’ of a bride mean and that Mary barely knew her husband.

As soon as the day of my wedding was fixed, it was deemed necessary that a total revolution should take
place in my external appearance. I had till that period worn the habit of a child, and the dress of a woman
so suddenly assumed sat rather awkwardly upon me. Still, so juvenile was my appearance, that even two
years after my union with Mr. Robinson I was always accosted with the appellation of Miss whenever I
entered a shop or was in company with strangers. My manners were no less childish than my appearance;
only three months before I became a wife I had dressed a doll, and such was my dislike to the idea of a
matrimonial alliance that the only circumstance which induced me to marry was that of being still permitted
to reside with my mother, and to live separated, at least for some time, from my husband.

My heart, even when I knelt at the altar, was as free from any tender impression as it had been at the
moment of my birth. I knew not the sensation of any sentiment beyond that of esteem; love was still a
stranger to my bosom. I had never, then, seen the being who was destined to inspire a thought which might
influence my fancy or excite an interest in my mind, and I well remember that even while I was pronouncing
the marriage vow my fancy involuntarily wandered to that scene where I had hoped to support myself with
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éclat and reputation.

Rowlandson’s satiric wedding scene

The ceremony was performed by Dr. Saunders, the venerable vicar of St. Martin’s, who, at the conclusion of
the ceremony, declared that he had never before performed the office for so young a bride. The clerk
officiated as father; my mother and the woman who opened the pews were the only witnesses to the union. I
was dressed in the habit of a Quaker–a society to which, in early youth, I was particularly partial. From the
church we repaired to the house of a female friend, where a splendid breakfast was waiting; I changed my
dress to one of white muslin, a chip hat adorned with white ribbons, a white sarsnet scarf-cloak, and slippers
of white satin embroidered with silver. I mention these trifling circumstances because they lead to some
others of more importance.

From the house of my mother’s friend we set out for the inn at Maidenhead Bridge, Mr. Robinson and myself
in a phaeton, my mother in a post-chaise; we were also accompanied by a gentleman by the name of Balack,
a very intimate acquaintance and schoolfellow of my husband, who was not apprised of our wedding, but who
nevertheless considered Mr. Robinson as my avowed suitor. On his first seeing me, he remarked that I was
“dressed like a bride.”
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Share with others:

Painting: Pamela is Married, Joseph Highmore

The observation overwhelmed me with confusion. During the day I was more than pensive–I was melancholy;
I considered all that had passed as a vision, and would scarcely persuade myself that the union which I had
permitted to be solemnised was indissoluble. My mother frequently remarked my evident chagrin; and in the
evening, while we strolled together in the garden which was opposite the inn, I told her, with a torrent of
tears, the vouchers of my sincerity, that I was the most wretched of mortals ! that I felt the most perfect
esteem for Mr. Robinson, but that, according to my ideas of domestic happiness, there should be a warm and
powerful union of soul, to which I was yet totally a stranger.

Idealized wedding scene from the Jane Austen Centre
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Gentle Readers, I was quoted by Le Temps, the Swiss Daily re: P & P & Zombies. Read French?
Here is the link. http://bit.ly/gDF9CR 20 hours ago
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@Discombobul8r *blush* 1 day ago
Thank you for the RT @Discombobul8r and @ChawtonHouse 1 day ago
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I created this blog so that I could write historical posts and reviews not dealing with Jane Austen or the
Regency era.
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Hello, my name is Vic and I live in Richmond, VA. I work in program and professional
development at Virginia Commonwealth University, and I have adored Jane Austen almost
all of my life. I am a proud member of the Jane Austen Society of America. This blog is a
personal blog written and edited by me. I do not accept any form of cash advertising,

sponsorship, or paid topic insertions. However, I do accept and keep books, DVDs and CDs to review.

If you would like to share a new site, or point out an error, please email me. (Yes, I am fallible. I'll own
up to my mistakes and will make the corrections with a polite smile on my face.) Write me at

Spam protecting image courtesy: Nexodyne.com

Thank you for visiting my blog. Your comments and suggestions are most welcome.

Click on image to read this fascinating article.

Social Customs During The Regency Era
The Diary of Anne Frank, PBS Masterpiece Classic: A Review
Interview With Colin Firth, The King's Speech
Gilbert White, the Naturalist from Selborne, Hampshire
Letter Writing in Jane Austen's Time
Social Classes in England, 1814

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

10 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



From Classic to Romantic: Changes in the Silhouette of the Regency Gown
A Male Doctor Examines a Woman, Circa 1800
Regency Wedding Dresses and Later Developments in Bridal Fashions
Original Sources and Texts from the 19th C.

The Marquess and the Toll Keeper's Daughter

A Lady’s Diversions
Actors
Austen Blog
Austen Efforts
Austen Inspiration
Austen Only
Austen-tatious
Austen.com
Austenacious
Austenised
Austenprose
Autumn Cottage Diarist
Book Reviews
Bronteana
Cogitations and Meditations
Ellen and Jim Have a Blog, Two
Embarking on a Course of Study
Emma Adaptations
Film Review
Finding Jane Austen
Following Austen
Former Jane Austen’s World blog
Georgian Resources
Gillray’s Print Shop of Historical Absurdities
Good Ton
Goucher College: Jane Austen Collection
Historical: The Extended Regency Period
Holmesian.net
Jane Austen
Jane Austen Addict
Jane Austen and Time: Her Study of the Uses of the Almanac
Jane Austen Centre
Jane Austen em portugues
Jane Austen Junkie
Jane Austen Links 2
Jane Austen Prequels and Sequels
Jane Austen Quotes
Jane Austen Regrets
Jane Austen Today

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

11 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



Jane Austen’s World Website
Jane Austen’s Writing Desk
Jane Austen’s World
Kellynch Hall
Kitchen Antiques
KnightleyEmma
Lady Crumpet’s Armoire
Lizzie of Longbourn
Lydia Bennet’s Journal
Mansfield Park
Mending My Own Pen
Minepast
Molland’s
Music Review
My Jane Austen Book Club
My Pride and Prejudice
Nineteen Teen
Nineteenth Century Fashion: A Compendium
Number One London
Old Grey Pony
Pemberley Couture
Petty France
Podcasts
Reading Jane Austen
Regency
Regency England
Regency Ramble
Regency Redingote
Ripple Effects
Searching for Pemberley
Six Before Lunch
Solitary Elegance
Story and History: A Guide to Everything Jane Austen
Talking to Jane Austen
The Bay Area English Regency Society
The Bennet Sisters
The Georgian Index
The History of Bath
The Jane Austen Diet
The Oregon Regency Society: Blog
The Regency Collection
The Regency Redingote
The Regency World of Author Lesley Ann Mcleod
The Republic of Pemberley
Thoughts on Jane Austen and Other Cultural Icons
Tilneys and Trapdoors
Two Nerdy History Girls
Videos
We Read to Know: IB Miller
Web Ring: A Regency Repository
Website: Jane Austen’s World

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

12 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



Writing With Style

Bodleian Library, Oxford
Bricks and Brass
British Genealogy
British Heritage Prints: Georgian England Collection
British Isle Genealogy
British Titles of Nobility
British Towns and Villages Network
City of London: Collage
Essentially England
Faded London
London Calling
Museum of London
Museums Around the UK on the Web
National Portrait Gallery
New Picture of London: 1819
The Bolles Collection on the History of London
The Dukes of Buckhingham and Chandos
The Monarchist
The Peerage.Com
The Royal Collection
The United Kingdom

19th Century Dress: A Compendium
A Classical Ideal: Shift, Corset, Gown
Antique Costumes and Textiles: Meg Andrews
Cathy’s Regency Fashion Page
Children’s Clothes
City of Shadows
Cloak and Corset
Costumer’s Guide: Photobucket
Decollete
Diary of a Mantua Maker
Dragonfly Studio
Dressing History
Dressing Jane: Magazine About Regency Fashion
Dressmaking Research
English and French Antique Textiles
Fashion Links
Fashions of the Past, Present, and Future
Fleur de Lysa
For the Love of Opera Gloves
Heaven of Gowns
Historical Boys Clothing
http://colonialmantuamaker.blogspot.com/

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

13 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



I Like Historical Clothing
Institute of Arts and Humanities
Introduction to Regency Dress: Rakehell
Jane Austen and Friends: Movie Gowns
L’Empire
La Couturiere: 18th Century
La Mode Historique: For the Love of Fashion
Ladies of Reenacting
Maggie May’s Costume History Pages
Mara Riley’s Costume Page
Nehelenia Historical Clothing
Norwich Shawls
Prinny's Tailor: The Life of Louis Bazalgette
Regency Colors and Fabrics
Regency Dress: Rakehell
Regency Era Fashions: 1811-1812
Regency Fashion History
Regency Reproductions
Riding Habits: Side Saddle Lady Museum
Sea Side Bathing Dress
Sense & Sensibility: Women’s Clothing Patterns
Something About Mary
The Anea Costumes
The Costumer’s Manifesto
The History of Corsets
The History Wardrobe
The Kyoto Costume Institute
The Lace Merchant
The Pins and Needles of a Thousand Years
The Staymaker
Vintage Formal Wear
Vintage Textile
Your Wardrobe Unlocked: The Costume Maker's Companion

1800s Food
Colonial Foodways
Cookery Through the Ages
Food History
Food Safety Through the Ages
History of Food and Agriculture
Kitchen Antiques
Online Encyclopedia of Silver Marks
The Art of Cookery
The British Kitchen
The History of Eating Utensils
The Old Foodie

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

14 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



A Universally Acknowledged Truth
About Jane Austen
Addicted to Jane Austen
Age of Sail, Regency, and Napoleonic War Links
At Pemberley
Austen Power
Bath Daily Photo
Embarking on a Course of Study
Emma Adaptations
Gillray's Printshop of Historical Absurdities
Good Ton
Greenwood’s Map of London
Historical: The Extended Regency Period
Illustrated Jane Austen
Jane Austen
Jane Austen
Jane Austen and Time: Her Study of the Uses of the Almanac
Jane Austen Centre, Bath
Jane Austen Club
Jane Austen Daily
Jane Austen Links 1
Jane Austen Links 2
Jane Austen Literature Map
Jane Austen Project
Jane Austen Project
Jane Austen Reviews
Jane Austen: A Fan Fiction Guide
Jane Austen: Brandeis.edu
Jane Austen: Wisconsin.edu
Mansfield Park
Napoleon.org
Neoclassical Art
Neoclassical Style
Prints George
Reading Jane Austen
Regency England
Regency Glossary
Regency Links
Regency Manor
Regency Reader
Reveries Under the Sign of Austen
Scholarly Resources: Romantic Circles
Stitching with Jane Austen
Talking to Jane Austen
The Costumer’s Manifesto
The Georgian Index
The Ghost of the Talking Cricket: Jane Austen Links
The Jane Austen Project
The Regency Collection
The Sharp Elves Society
The Songs of Jane Austen

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

15 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



The Works of Jane Austen
Two Teens in the Time of Austen
Web Ring: A Regency Repository
Work of Literary Merit: Pride and Prejudice: Santa Rosa Junior College

A Few Jane Austen-Related Houses To Visit
A Photo Album of Bath, England, 2001
Basingstoke
Bath
Bath 360
Chatsworth: The Other Pemberley
Chawton House Library
Chawton.info
City of Bath
Cotswolder: Travel Guide for the Cotswolds England
Finding Jane Austen in England
Goodnestone Park and Gardens
Google Earth: Jane Austen Places
Hampshire: The Inspirational Home of Jane Austen
History of Bath
In the Footsteps of Jane Austen
Jane Austen at Stoneleigh Abbey
Jane Austen at the Seaside
Jane Austen Film Adaptation Locations
Jane Austen in London
Jane Austen in Wales
Jane Austen Places
Jane Austen’s Bath 1
Jane Austen’s Bath 2
Jane Austen’s House Museum
Jane Austen’s Locations: Pemberley
The City Centre of Bath (With Street Map)
The History of Bath
The Pump Room, Bath
The Royal Crescent Society, Bath
Trip to Chawton and Winchester
Welcome to Kellynch Hall

Jane Austen – Japan
Jane Austen em Portugues
Jane Austen in The Netherlands
Jane Austen in Vermont
Jane Austen Links
Jane Austen News
Jane Austen Society of Australia (JASA)
Jane Austen Society of Brazil

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

16 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



Jane Austen Society of Buenos Aires
Jane Austen Society of North America
Jane Austen Society of the United Kingdom
Jane Austen Society, Central New Jersey
JASNA Greater Louisville Region
JASNA Rochester Chapter
JASNA: Mid-Atlantic and Southern United States Region
JASNA: Multi-regional Website
Links to Jane Austen Societies
Oregon Regency Society

Adventures in Reading
Bibliophiliac
Book Lust
BritWriters
Bygone Books
College English
Inklings
Kay Dacus:Write Place, Write Time
Machegan Madness
Miss Daisy Anne’s Garden
Moderato
Peace and Wisdom
Philobiblon
Reading Women Writers
Reading, Writing, Working, and Playing
Reinventing the Feminine
Ripple Effects
The Book Mine Set
The Bookish Kind
the egalitarian bookworm (chick?)
The Lit Connection
The Loiterer
The Musings of an English Lass

18th Century Blog
Ann Lauren
Antique Prints Blog
Capering and Kickery
Crooked Timber
Ellen and Jim Have a Blog Too
Enchanted Serenity of Period Films
Entertaining Research
Femme Femme Femme
Go for the Gold
History News

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

17 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



House Historian: Property Blog
Humanities on the Web
Joanna Waugh's Regency Site
King County Library System
Librarian’s Internet Index
Light, Bright, and Sparkling
Lordprice Collection
Memoirs of the Celebrated Mrs. Woffington
News from the Mews: Exploring London
Paris Parfait
Period Movie Review
Rosehaven Cottage
Santa Rosa Junior College Library
Seduced by History
Sharonnam’s Site
Silver Screen Surroundings
Sundries: An 18th Century Newsletter
The Crushed Tragedian
The Delightful Repast
The Vapour Trail
Thomsas Crane Library
Trouvais
Under the Tea Leaves
Unusual Historicals

Dolls from the Attic
Edwardian Promenade
Mass Historia – Walter Nelson
Planet Century 19
The Crushed Tragedian
The Little Professor: Things Victorian and Academic
The Queen's Scullery
The Victorian Age
The Virtual Victorian
Victorian History
Victorian Paintings
Victorian Peeper
Welcome to 1876 Victorian England

What are your favorite
topics on this blog?

JA's life and novels
Regency life style
Images
The Reviews
Historical detail
Links and resources

View Results
Polldaddy.com

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

18 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



Click here to enter my other blog about Jane Austen: JANE AUSTEN TODAY and my website, titled,
JANE AUSTEN'S WORLD WEBSITE

AV/E-Texts
A Proposal To Cicely, by Georgette Heyer

History
Icons/Fansites
Novels
Original Sources and Texts from the 19th C.
Podcasts
Social Customs During The Regency Era

English Culture, 1660-1830
Teacher/Student
Writer and Literature Resources

Agatha Christie Bath Beau Brummell Cassandra Austen Charles Dickens Cookery Elizabeth Bennet Emma Emma 2009
Georgette Heyer Georgette Heyer Book Reviews Holidays jane austen Jane Austen's Novels Jane
Austen's World  Jane Austen Book review Jane Austen Movies Jonny Lee Miller Laurie Viera

Rigler Little Dorrit London  Mr. Darcy PBS Jane Austen PBS Masterpiece Classic
PBS Masterpiece Mystery! PBS Movie Adaptation PBS Movie Review Persuasion Pride and

Prejudice Prince Regent Prinny Regency Bath Regency Dandy regency dress 
Regency London Regency Servants Regency Transportation Romola Garai Sense & Sensibility 2008 SourceBooks The Complete Jane

Austen Working class

November 2010
October 2010
September 2010
August 2010
July 2010
June 2010
May 2010
April 2010
March 2010
February 2010
January 2010
December 2009
November 2009
October 2009

Mary Darby Robinson’s Wedding « Jane Austen's World http://janeaustensworld.wordpress.com/2007/07/10/mary-darby-robinso...

19 of 21 12/1/2010 5:41 PM



September 2009
August 2009
July 2009
June 2009
May 2009
April 2009
March 2009
February 2009
January 2009
December 2008
November 2008
October 2008
September 2008
August 2008
July 2008
June 2008
May 2008
April 2008
March 2008
February 2008
January 2008
December 2007
November 2007
October 2007
September 2007
August 2007
July 2007
June 2007
May 2007
April 2007
March 2007
February 2007
January 2007
December 2006
November 2006
October 2006
September 2006
August 2006

An online Regency novel in serialized form. Click here to read a new chapter of Irresistible Attraction
each week, and follow the story of Amanda Sinclair and James Cavendish, the Earl of Downsley.
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