Around the year 1700 a young man living in London effected significant change. Issac Watts (now know as the "Father of English Hymnody") rebelled against this state of affairs and consciously made up his mind to rewrite the Old Testament psalms from a New Testament perspective (give them a New Testament flavor), and to write original lyrics about Jesus and New Testament theology. His hymnbooks were staunchly resisted for about 75 years. Only gradually did pastors change their ways and begin to approve of the idea of singing original lyrics in church services. By the 19th C, Watts hymns (after his death) became huge favorites in all British churches and in North America too. In fact pastors everywhere began to imitate Watts and to write their own hymns!

Around 1840, a new form came into being--the Gospel Song. They were first used in evangelistic crusades to present the Gospel to the non-saved, but became so popular and "catchy" with the people that they gradually found their way into evangelical churches seervices (especially). Fanny Crosby, who wrote Blessed Assurance and To God be The Glory, is one of the most famous gospel song writers. Gospel songs differed musically from hymns in that they had not only verses of text, but a "catchy" refrain or chorus. The refrain and the new, lilting rhythms were the new features. Hymns and Gospel Songs continued to be sung in churches until the 1960's when something new happened again.

