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muel! Rowland Fisher's
Catalogue of

NGLISH HARDWARE
By CHARLES . HUMMEL

‘e than 3 generation, scholars and students of American furniture
ectly supported the theory that the vast majority of furniture
ied by American cabinctmakers of the eighteenth century were
from England, Ta be sure, advertisements indicating that brass
e for Desks and Chests of Drawers” made from “the newest
ow in vogue in London' did appear occasionally in colonial news-
However, most students agreed with the conclusions of Samuel
s¢ that Birmingham and other English metalworking centers
suppliers of furniture brasses to these shores chiefly through the
if printed books of patterns.® Henry Francis du Pont and the
the Museum have collected these English metal trade pattern
hirty-two of them are currently represented in the library at
i, providing American scholars with a body of research material
* available to their English counterparts at the Victoria and
uscum.”

163, The Friends of Winterthur presented two hardware cata-
the Muscum Library. They were owned originally by Samuel
Fishee {1745:1834), a partner of the Philadelphia mercantile
ishua Fisher & Sons, The Fishers established the company ahaout
| it remained active under various names until Samuel’s death in
wrough the Fisher catalogues, @ specific connection can now be
ertisement of Fhilip Syog, Annapelis brass founder, w the Marphend Gazette, March
juated in ALvaEn Coze PriwE, The Arty and Crafiy in Philadelphia, Maryloed, and
wa, JT200735 (Philedelphio: The Walpole Saci=ty, 19207, p. 82, Ses also the morlee
York brasewerker Rlichard Skellore im the New Ford Gowetieer, May 18, 1775, as
Ta 5. Gorvrsman, The Ards amd Crefie in New Ford [New York: The New York
waely, 1958}, p. 197, .

. WoanHousE, “English Hardware for Amcricin Cebineimekers," dwtigees, XX
1931, HI-25. o
Youse, Od Explish Paitern Bookr of the Matal Trader (Londos: Vieteria and
wm, 1911]. This descriptive catalogue needs npdating badly, bat b sill a highly
-zh bl

tn books, with ether family papers, journals, eec, wers kept by hiy dasghter Dalsarah
rean, from whom they passed o Esther Fisher Whanon Smith. Her son, Edward
th. gave the catalegues 1o hiv children, incleding Sarah A G Smidh, from whom
mquired.
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